
 

Report on Domestic New Zealand Travel 

1. Purpose  

- Visiting a New Zealand Aquaculture Farm to exchange experiences and understand their 

business model 

- To better understand New Zealand’s recreational fishing opportunities and local port activities. 

- Supporting and Cooperating with Korean Official Visitors to New Zealand 

 

2. Periods: 2018. 7. 10 ~ 2018. 7. 13 (3 nights and 4 days) 

 

3. Destination: Christchurch (Lyttleton port), Omarama (High Country Salmon Aquaculture Farm)  

 

  

 

 

    

  

4. Participants
     - Deputy-Director, Fishery Management Policy Division, Ministry for Oceans

and Fisheries

- 16 Representatives from the Korean Regional Fisheries Association

- Mr. Jongkwan Ahn, Seconded Fishery Officer to SPRFMO
 

 

5. Summary 

A. Management of Aquaculture (High Country Salmon Aquaculture Farm) 

High country Salmon Aquaculture Farm was established in 2000 by Richard Logan 

(Current operator is Peter Logan, son of Richard) and located in 2602 Twizel-Omarama Rd, 

Twizel. Fish farm located in a hydro canal that uses glacier water to produce electricity. The 

farm has 3 types of license and agreement (Aquafarm license, Environmental License, 

Agreement with electricity company) 

They are situated on State Highway 8, the main road from Christchurch to Queenstown. It 

gives a lot of benefits by attracting tourists. They get an advantage from using glacier water 

as their aquaculture farm water. They actively advertised that they are using pure water 

from the nearby glacier and this pure fresh water gives High Country salmon its distinctive 

flavor and brighter color than other salt water cultivated salmon. (Photo 1 ~4) 

They produce around 200 tons of salmon per year.  

The optimal water temp is from 12 to 18 degrees Celsius but varies from 7 to 18 depending 

upon the weather. Half of their produce is consumed in their on-site restaurant and by 

selling to visitors. The remainder are distributed to local restaurants on demand.(Photo 5) 



 

There are only three freshwater salmon farms in New Zealand, all they are located in 

Omarama region. Those farmers have a regular meeting to exchange their experience and 

information on biosecurity and collaborate to develop their business and sustainable use of 

environment as well. They also closely work with the local community to maintain clean 

environment and educate young regional students who would like to learn fisheries. 

Dive surveys are performed once a year to evaluate environmental effects, and veterinary 

inspection is carried out once a month to check for fish diseases.  

 

B. Recreational Fishing (New Brighton) 

The first New Brighton pier, of wooden construction, opened on 1894 and was demolished 

on 1965. The current concrete pier was reopened on 1997. The pier connect with local library 

and attracts a lot of people, not only local people but also tourists and recrerational fishers 

as well.(Photo 6) 

A common local problem in Korean communities with recreational fishery is litter, excess 

bait and over explotation. On the New Brighton pier there are some bait preperation plates 

installed along side the pier. The “plate” is a little bit slanted toward seaside and equipped 

with water tap to remove residues of baits and for cleaning. In addition the local government 

has erected a fishing guide sign on the front of the pier to inform people about the 

recreational fishing rules. Notably this sign is multi-lingual including Korean. (Photo 7) 

Some of fishers use a fishing rod and others use fishing pot. They are trying to release small 

fish and gather their own rubish.(Photo 8) 

 

C. Fishing Port (Littleton Port) 

Littleton Port is small but very busy with loading and unloading all kind of products such 

as logs, fertilizer, imported vehicles, and sometimes fish as well. A part of the pier is 

currently under reconstruction and not accessible to vistors. 

 

6. Discussion 

Korea could consider inducing the NZ policy that improves the cooperation between 

aquaculture farmers and the local community while also enhancing industry 

responsibilities. 

While it might be hard to set-up recreational rules at each fishing location they would have 

long term benefits of eductating the public fishers about the rules in place. 

Settting up specific areas for bait and fish preperation would also help to reduce the amount 

of waste and litter discarded. 



 

 

 

  

Date: 2018-07-16 

Signed:  

 Seconded Fishery Officer 



 

Annex: Photos 

 

 

1. Mt. Cook and Lake Tekapo – This water is used as aquaculture water source 

 

 
2. Canal-It carries water to the hydro-generator and aquaculture farm 



 

 

 
3. High Country Salmon 

 

 
4. Hight Country Salmon-meeting with CEO 



 

 
5. Cooked Salmon 

 
6. New Brighton Pier 



 

 

 

8. New Brighton Pier- Recreational Fishers 

 

 
7. New Brighton Pier Fishing Guide 




