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The Pew Charitable Trusts welcomes the opportunity to participate as an observer to the 13t
Meeting of the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (SPRFMO)
Commission. Pew appreciates the work of the Chair, Members, and Secretariat to convene this
meeting. Pew urges Members to hasten the adoption of approaches that would provide greater
resilience and stability to the region’s fisheries, and encourages the Commission to:

Modernize management of SPRFMO fisheries through adoption of management procedures

The Commission is charged with managing valuable stocks of small pelagic fishes, squid, and
bottom species. Management procedures, also known as harvest strategies, offer the best
possible chance to maintain healthy stocks despite uncertainties in the stock’s biology, the
fishery, and ecosystem. The Commission should adopt a workplan to develop management
procedures for its key stocks using Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) as other regional
fisheries management organizations have done.

Jack mackerel and jumbo flying squid, the largest fisheries under SPRFMQ’s mandate, should be
prioritized for management procedure (MP) development. To support their development, the
Commission also should:
» Capitalize on the jack mackerel MSE work underway for more than five years, and take
steps, including agreeing on management objectives, toward the adoption of an MP in
2026 to secure the jack mackerel stock’s long-term health;
» Establish a workplan to develop a management procedure for jumbo flying squid with
the goal of facilitating its adoption by 2027; and
» Establish a science-management dialogue working group to facilitate progress and
exchanges of information on MSE development, with the first meeting to be held later
this year.

Adopt three proposals that offer meaningful improvements in the management of squid

Jumbo flying squid harvested in the SPRFMO Convention Area is part of the largest cephalopod

fishery in the world, yet management and control are lagging. The Commission should seize the

chance this year to create new tools that offer meaningful progress in enhancing the
monitoring and management of squid by:

» Adopting Proposal 2, which would encourage all Members to share data on squid fishing

activity and catches in their EEZs. This would help the work to develop SPRFMOQ’s first

stock assessment for jumbo flying squid and we hope it would lead to greater cooperation


https://sprfmo.int/assets/Meetings/01-COMM/13th-Commission-2025/Proposals/COMM13-Prop02-Proposal-to-amend-CMM-02-Data-Standards-ECU.doc

in the future; namely, members should share vessel tracking, identification, and beneficial
ownership information to improve regulation of squid.

» Strengthening control in the Convention Area adjacent to coastal State EEZs by mandating
additional notification/VMS requirements, noting that Proposal 15 would create a squid
no-take buffer zone in the Convention Area adjacent to coastal State EEZs to prevent
unintended incursions and make local authorities’ enforcement more effective; and

» Adopting Proposal 16, which would create a squid time-area closure in an area of squid
spawning activity.

Support the continued development of electronic monitoring systems to collect independent
fisheries data

Low levels of observer coverage of SPRMO fisheries limit the collection of independent catch and
operational data for key stocks, reducing the accuracy of stock assessments and the effectiveness
of conservation and management measures. For example, as noted during the Scientific
Committee meeting in 2023, observer coverage in the jumbo flying squid fishery in the
Convention Area was less than 1 percent of fishing days.

In order to facilitate an increase in independent monitoring of the Commission’s fisheries, a
working group is currently developing a set of draft standards for the operation of electronic
monitoring (EM) systems and provision of EM data. The Commission should ensure the working
group has the resources it needs to present a draft of the EM standards for adoption in 2026,
including by recommending that the Scientific Committee collaborate with the working group
on developing a list of minimum data requirements by vessel type.

Amend the port State inspection measure to reflect effective practices

Effective port State measures (PSMs) are cost-effective ways to minimize the risk of illegally
caught fish entering international markets. Members have been leading the way by designating
ports and inspecting a high rate of foreign vessels wishing to enter their ports carrying SPRFMO
managed species. To further close the gaps and minimize the risk of illegally caught fish entering
port, the Commission should fully align CMM 07-2022 with the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA). Thirteen of the 17
SPRFMO Members and one of the two Cooperating non-Contracting Parties have ratified or
acceded to the PSMA. One important amendment would be to develop an information sharing
mechanism and/or support the use of the FAO’s Global Information Exchange System (GIES).

Finally, we welcome Proposal 10 which would require all vessels, foreign and domestic, carrying
Dissostichus spp. (toothfish) to be included in the port inspection scheme to support CCAMLR’s
Catch Documentation Scheme for these species, but the updates described above are still
necessary to further reduce the likelihood of illegally caught toothfish or other SPRFMO species
from entering the seafood supply chain.
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Consider the interactions between SPRFMO and other international agreements

Other international agreements, including on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine
Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ), also referred to as the High Seas
Treaty, and the World Trade Organization Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies, will require
exchanges of information and input from regional fisheries management organizations. The
Commission should establish a standing agenda item to discuss potential areas of interaction
with those other international treaties. The Commission also should consider if or how it can
assist Members who are signatories to these treaties meet their obligations.

Advance agenda for biodiversity protection in 2025-26

In addition to the above recommendations, we call attention to the creation of the Salas y Gomez
and Nazca Ridge Task Team, which will meet adjacent to the annual Commission meeting. We
urge members to fully participate in the discussions at this and forthcoming meetings, with a
view to producing a series of recommendations to the Scientific Committee in 2025 and the
Commission in 2026. This area of 100 underwater mountains, stretching across 3,000 kilometers,
is home to at least 82 threatened or endangered species and has been recognized by Parties to
the Convention on Biological Diversity as an Ecologically or Biologically Significant Area (EBSA).
SPRFMO should close the Salas y Gdmez and Nazca Ridges to fishing, which would ensure more
robust ecosystem health.



