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Mr Nicolas Grau 

 

Initial greetings.  

We are very pleased to welcome you to our country for the celebration of the 13th meeting of the Commission 
of the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organization (SPRFMO). The solid results of the SPRFMO 
in the sustainable use and fisheries management reinforce the honor and pride of Chile in hosting this 
organization, of which we have been promoters and members from the beginning.  

We have highlighted the value of fishing for food security, good nutrition and economic growth for coastal 
communities.  

As a country, we recognize the significance of international cooperation instances such as this meeting, where 
the environmental challenges facing our planet and in particular its oceans have been addressed responsibly. 
The fishing activity plays a crucial role in food security, improving the global availability of nutritious food. 
However, this work must be carried out under standards that make the system sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive. Establishing these types of criteria prevents the collapse of marine ecosystems and, at the same 
time, guarantees the continuity of fishing activities, which has an undeniable economic contribution for coastal 
communities in many countries, including our own.  

Value in using technology and science for sustainable production, promoting cooperation between countries 
to protect biodiversity, and fostering the growth of industry in a responsible manner.  

Thanks to the work promoted by the organization, we have raised our standards and management objectives, 
experiencing the benefits of integrating scientific knowledge into the work of our fishers. In turn, the 
leadership of the Commission has been key to the recovery of overexploited resources and now, in that same 
direction, it must manage fisheries that are fully exploited or underexploited, opening up new challenges for 
the future.  

As a country, we believe that multilateral cooperation is the way to face the challenges of the future.  

We are convinced that these instances are essential to strengthen the principles of international law and 
coordinate effective responses to the new challenges of humanity and biodiversity. In an interconnected 
world, multilateral cooperation stands as the indispensable way to promote sustainable development and 
guarantee the protection of the environment for the benefit of present and future generations.  

During this week, important decisions will be made as a result of the committed work of the different 
countries. For Chile, this is essential.  

We know that the work that must be developed for the meeting this year will be arduous. There are important 
decisions to be made regarding the role and future not only of the Commission but also of the resources that 
are managed under its wing. For Chile, jack mackerel and squid are important fisheries, fundamental for the 
development of the country and the communities that depend on them. That is why Chile has proposed 
concrete and scientifically based measures for this meeting, because we want to strengthen multilateralism, 
and this requires collaborative dialogue and measures capable of providing effective and timely responses.  

Acknowledgement for the commitment.  

In gratitude for the joint work, we will make the greatest effort to ensure that your stay in Chile is imbued with 
our hospitality, also seeking that the functioning of these premises and the organization of the event allow us 
to achieve the best results.  

mailto:secretariat@sprfmo.int
http://www.sprfmo.int/


294 

 

 

COMM 13 – Report 

Annex 2 

Acknowledgment to Ms. Riley Kim, Chair of the Commission, and the rest of the subsidiary bodies.  

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the representatives of the members and non-contracting 
cooperating parties of this organization, as well as to the Chair of the Commission, Ms. Riley Kim, and the other 
subsidiary bodies, for their dedication and commitment to ensuring that the SPRFMO continues to be a 
reference in fisheries management in the South Pacific. 




