
  

 

 

PO Box 3797, Wellington 6140, New Zealand 
  P: +64 4 499 9893 – E: secretariat@sprfmo.int - www.sprfmo.int  

13TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SPRFMO COMMISSION  
Santiago, Chile, 17 to 21 February 2025 

ANNEX 10b Opening remarks by the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs  

Ms Gloria de la Fuente 

 

Mr Nicolás Grau, Minister of Economy, Development, and Tourism.   

Mr Julio Salas, Vice Minister of Fisheries.   

Ms Midalys Naranjo, Vice Minister of Fisheries of Cuba.   

Ms Ivanova Cereceda, Vice Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture of Ecuador.   

Mr Jesús Barrientos, Vice Minister of Fisheries of Peru.   

Ms Jung-re Riley Kim, President of SPRFMO.   

Members of Parliament.   

Delegations of the Organization’s Member States and Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties.   

Representatives of observer organizations (NGOs, IOs).   

National representatives of the industrial and artisanal fishing sector.   

 

Dear friends, welcome.  

It is a pleasure to be here today as we officially begin the Thirteenth Meeting of the Commission of the South 
Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organization. 

I would like to start by emphasizing the importance of this meeting, not only for the members present here 
but also for the international community as a whole, which relies on the sustainable management of our 
oceans and their resources to ensure their resilience and productivity for the benefit of present and future 
generations. This challenge constantly pushes us to harmonize effective conservation of the marine 
environment with responsible and dynamic fishing activity.   

Our Organization has the privilege of operating in a unique region, the South Pacific hosts rich marine 
ecosystems and is home to key fisheries that sustain our populations. A robust and adaptive fisheries 
management system is essential to maintaining the delicate balances that support the resilience of these 
ecosystems and ensure that the South Pacific continues to contribute to global food security and the 
development of our nations.   

This shared vision and responsibility are at the core of this Organization, making it a model of success in the 
recovery and sustainable management of hydrobiological resources such as jack mackerel. This success has 
been achieved through a strong commitment to applying the best available scientific evidence, continuous 
monitoring, combating illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing, and implementing adaptive management 
in response to the dynamic changes marine ecosystems experience, such as climate change and extreme 
weather phenomena like El Niño.   

For Chile, it is an honor to host a meeting of this Organization, of which we have been a part since its inception. 
Our country has a historic commitment to global ocean governance, multilateralism, and regional cooperation, 
which is reflected in various areas such as fisheries management. Just as we have been part of this 
Organization’s history, we want to continue shaping its future alongside you.   
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We firmly believe that through science-based policymaking, international cooperation, and ecosystem 
conservation, we can ensure that the South Pacific remains a prosperous and productive ocean for generations 
to come.   

I would like to express my gratitude to all the Members of the Organization and all stakeholders present today. 
Your expertise, commitment, and willingness to engage in dialogue are essential to the success of SPRFMO 
and the challenges we must tackle together.   

Thank you very much. 




