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Mr Julio Salas 

 

Ms. Riley Kim, Chairperson, South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organization.  
Mr. Nicolas Grau, Minister of Economy of Chile  
Mrs. Gloria De la Fuente, Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs  
Mrs. Ivanova Cereceda, Vice Minister of Aquaculture and Fisheries of Ecuador  
Mr. Jesús Barrientos, Vice Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture of Peru  
Ms. Midalys Naranjo, Vice Minister of the Food Industry of Cuba  
Heads of Delegation of member countries of the Organization  
Distinguished guests, ambassadors, parliamentarians, government authorities, the Chilean Navy and members 
of the delegations and collaborating organizations present  

We are deeply pleased to host the 13th Meeting of the Commission of the South Pacific Regional Fisheries 
Management Organization.  

As Head of the Chilean Delegation and Government official responsible for the Fisheries and Aquaculture 
sector, I am pleased to say that we have come to this meeting with a distinguished and robust delegation. 
Today, our country's delegation includes: Representatives of the national fishing industry,  

Representatives of the main organizations of artisanal fishers in Chile.  

For the first time, our delegation also includes representatives of the workers of sea resource processing 
plants, as well as the unions of on-board personnel in the industry.  

We have also included in the Chilean delegation representatives of small and medium-sized companies, a link 
that is often forgotten, but fundamental for the commercialization of sea products.  

Of course, the Chilean Navy is here present. The institution responsible for ensuring Chile's sovereignty in its 
territorial sea and in its Exclusive Economic Zone. Therefore, it is the main agent in the fight against illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing.  

And our delegation is completed by a prominent contingent from the scientific community and from 
institutions dedicated to fisheries research in Chile. This is very important because Chile bases its management 
decisions on the best available science; I would therefore like to especially thank the scientists from Chile who, 
in some fisheries, provide and analyze more than 80% of the information so that this SPRFMO Commission can 
make informed and timely management decisions.  

Chile is proud to be, by landings, among the ten largest fishing powers in the world. And we are doubly proud 
because we develop fishing activities at the same time as we take care of the oceans, safeguarding more than 
44% of our Exclusive Economic Zone through our marine protected areas.  

Chile fishes, because Chile takes care of its resources and the sea!  

In this meeting we are all fishing countries. And what is relevant is that we are all guided by the prosperity of 
our activity, ensuring the sustainability of the resources and their ecosystems. The Meeting that we are 
inaugurating today is of special importance for our country, since today we can formally celebrate what science 
has been showing for the last 5 years: the main fishery of our country, jack mackerel, is in perfect health, as 
certified by the report of the Twelfth Scientific Committee, held in September 2024 in Lima, Peru.  
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The above is demonstrated by the results of the latest assessment of the fishery, which reveal a fishing 
mortality rate that is well below the maximum sustainable yield, and a current spawning biomass of 17.7 
million tons, which exceeds the reference value corresponding to the maximum sustainable yield by 98%.  

The above reminds us that when hydrobiological resources are managed responsibly and in an environment 
of collaboration, they can not only improve their condition, but their exploitation can be strengthened with a 
precautionary approach to contribute to the objective of food security at both the national and global level.  

Getting to this point has been possible thanks to the commitment shown by those who carry out fishing 
activities in compliance with the rules established by SPRFMO. I would like to highlight fishers from Chile - who 
have committed to the global quota restrictions; have rigorously complied with the information on their 
landings; and have received scientific observers and incorporated technologies for better monitoring of their 
catches.  

Today, our country extracts, by direct allocation or purchase, G0% of the global jack mackerel quota. I 
emphasize that during 2024 all of this resource was extracted by national vessels within our Exclusive 
Economic Zone.  

Chile has the capacity to fish and process more jack mackerel; and it also has the capacity to continue buying 
the quota of those countries that for various reasons cannot fish their own.  

That is why our country is concerned about the delay in defining a Management Strategy in accordance with 
the healthy state of the fishery. And we propose for 2025, transitional measures that allow us to face this 
situation, always safeguarding the precautionary principle and ensuring the long-term sustainability of the 
resources.  

But, of course, Chile is not just jack mackerel!  

We are also interested in advancing in shared criteria that ensure the sustainability of the Squid fishery.  

We are convinced that it is essential to define shared standards in terms of fisheries transparency, applicable 
to our countries and also to the management of this Organization.  

We want to advance in the frontal and determined fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.  

We protect our seamounts, and we want to take care of the Nazca and Desventuradas mountain ranges.  

And, above all, we are interested in taking care of multilateral bodies and spaces. SPRFMO is one of them. And 
the best shield for multilateralism in fisheries matters is that it can show effectiveness in recovering fisheries 
in crisis but also be efficient and timely in managing healthy fisheries.  

I would like to thank all those who have worked hard to make this meeting a reality. To the members of the 
organization, headed by its president, Mrs. Riley Kim; to the teams of the Undersecretariat of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the National Fisheries Service and IFOP, the great fisheries 
research institution of Chile.  

Thanks to them we trust that all members of the participating delegations will have optimal working conditions 
for their deliberations.  

I cannot close this greeting to the foreign delegations without explaining how we Chileans see the sea. For this 
I briefly quote our Nobel Prize winner, the great Poet Pablo Neruda:  

 

“The Pacific Ocean fell off the map. There was nowhere to put it.  

It was so big and messy and blue that it couldn’t fit anywhere.  

That is why they left it in front of my window”.  

 

Thank you and welcome to Chile




