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Santiago, Chile, 17 to 21 February 2025

ANNEX 10d Statement by Belize
to the 2025 Annual Commission Meeting of SPRFMO

Chair,
We request that this statement be included in the official report of this meeting.

At the last Annual Meeting of this Commission, Belize made a clear request for an allocation of Jack Mackerel
that reflects our historical participation in the fishery, consistent with the criteria outlined in Article 21 of the
SPRFMO Convention. This article directs the Commission to take into account factors such as historic catch,
fishing capacity, compliance with management measures, and the development aspirations of developing
States. Belize's historical record in the Jack Mackerel fishery is well-documented, and our commitment to
effective control is demonstrated by our compliance with conservation and management measures.

In 2013, Belize was allocated 1,145 tons of Jack Mackerel, representing 0.2864% of the TAC. Unfortunately,
extenuating circumstances prevented our continued participation in this organisation and our allocation was
redistributed among other participants even before our official exit from the organisation in 2016. In
subsequent meetings, Belize requested that our allocation be reinstated to reflect this historical right. Despite
our efforts and the marginal increase to our 2024 allocation of 0.1060%, we continue to feel that the current
allocation does not adequately recognize Belize's past contributions, its fishing capacity, or its development
aspirations. This allocation does not support the active participation of even a single vessel in the fishery, and
we question whether the allocation system truly reflects the principles of fairness, openness, and inclusivity
as enshrined in our Convention.

As a founding member of SPRFMO, Belize has contributed significantly to the establishment of this
organization, and we remain committed to the principles of equity and sustainable fisheries management. We
understand that accommodating all the interests in this Commission is not easy, but we believe that a fairer
allocation, reflective of historical fishing rights and development aspirations, is essential for the long-term
sustainability of the fishery and the continued participation of developing States like Belize.

Chair, Belize continues to reserve the right to seek a more equitable allocation of Jack Mackerel in future
discussions and sincerely hope that the Commission will carefully consider Belize's contributions and
aspirations in its deliberations in an effort to find a more just and balanced approach to allocation in the coming
years.

Thank you, Chair.
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