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	☒   Create
	Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Network for the Exchange of information and Shared Experiences between Latin American and Caribbean Countries to prevent, deter and eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (Network against IUU fishing of LAC)

	Submitted by:  Network against IUU fishing of LAC

	Summary of the proposal:
Background: At the 6th Meeting of the SPRFMO Commission, Peru presented an important initiative called “The Regional Network to combat IUU Fisheries from Latin American and the Caribbean Countries”[footnoteRef:1]. And the Commission expressed a willingness to collaborate with such a network, encouraging the Secretariat to follow up on Peru´s initiative to cooperate and facilitate the exchange of relevant non-confidential information on fisheries activities and fishing vessels of mutual interest (COMM6 – Report, 15 Feb 2018)[footnoteRef:2]: [1:  http://www.redpescaindnr.gob.pe/?lang=en]  [2:  https://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2018-COMM6/00-Report-and-ANNEXES/COMM6-Report-without-Annexes.pdf] 

Development: The Secretariat, following the indications of the Commission and in consultation with the Chairperson, agreed with the Network against IUU fishing of LAC on a first draft MoU text. The Secretariat invited Members and CNCPs to review this draft MoU on 20 September (G75-2018). One member submitted to the Secretariat the comments below by the deadline given on 20 October 2018.  
0. “Parties” are referred in the enclosed version as “Participants”. Parties refer to legally binding instruments therefore we prefer the use of Participants.
0. “Each Participant will cover their own cost related to the implementation of this MoU”
Considering this input, the Secretariat drafted a new text which was submitted for consideration to the Network against IUU fishing of LAC on the 30 October. On 1 November, the Network against IUU fishing of LAC considered positively all changes and agreed with the enclosed final version of the MoU. The MoU is presented both in English and Spanish versions.

	Objective of the proposal:
The following four main areas for cooperation are considered:
1. Exchange meeting reports, information, documents and publications;
2. Exchange information in support of: conservation and sustainable use of biological resources; initiatives promoted by the Participants to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing; IUU Vessel Lists; summary tables of Port Inspection reports.
3. Promote joint actions to strengthen regional and national capacities to fight against IUU fishing;
4. Grant to representatives of the respective Participants, permanent reciprocal observer status in relevant Participant meetings.
The Commission is invited to consider whether it would like to approve the final text of the MoU between SPRFMO and Network against IUU fishing of LAC.
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Memorandum of Understanding between the Secretariat of the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation and the Technical Secretariat of The Network for the Exchange of information and Shared Experiences between Latin American and Caribbean Countries to prevent, deter and eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing


The Secretariat of South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (hereafter SPRFMO) and the Technical Secretariat of the Network for the Exchange of information and shared experiences between Latin American and Caribbean Countries to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (hereafter Network against IUU fishing of LAC);

Noting that the objective of the Convention on the Conservation and Management of High Seas Fishery Resources in the South Pacific Ocean (hereafter SPRFMO Convention) is, through the application of the precautionary approach and an ecosystem approach to fisheries management, to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of fishery resources and, in so doing, to safeguard the marine ecosystems in which these resources occur;

Noting further that the Network against IUU fishing of LAC was created in the framework of the FAO TCP/RLA/3604 project "Strengthening capacities and measures to prevent, discourage and eliminate the fishing not declared, illegal and unregulated in the countries of Latin America" with the objective of facilitating the exchange of information and experiences for decision-making to prevent, discourage and eliminate illegal fishing, unregulated and unreported (IUU fishing) through cooperation between the participating countries; that the Network against IUU fishing of LAC is defined as a voluntary mechanism open to the participation of countries and intergovernmental organizations, who also agreed that the Technical Secretariat is assumed by the Government of Peru through the Deputy Minister of fisheries and aquaculture of the Ministry of production;

Recognising that Article 31 of the SPRFMO Convention requires SPRFMO, inter alia, to cooperate, as appropriate, with other relevant organisations on matters of mutual interest and to seek to make suitable arrangements for consultation, cooperation and collaboration with such organisations;

Recognising further that Article 8[(i)]b of the SPRFMO Convention provides that the SPRFMO Commission adopt measures to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing;

Acknowledging that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) [will] provide technical assistance to the Network against IUU fishing of LAC and its Technical Secretariat for the achievement of its objectives;

Recognising that the Network against IUU fishing of LAC and the SPRFMO share a common interest in promoting actions to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing, contributing to the sustainable management of fishery resources[;].

Therefore, record the following Memorandum of Understanding (hereafter MoU):

1. OBJECTIVE OF THIS MEMORANDUM
The objective of this MoU is to facilitate, where appropriate, cooperation and coordination between the Network against IUU fishing of LAC and the SPRFMO (“the Participants”) in order to advance their respective objectives, particularly with respect to preventing, deterring and eliminating IUU fishing.

2. AREAS OF COOPERATION
The Participants [should]will establish and maintain consultation and cooperation in respect of matters of common interest to both Participants. In particular the Participants [intend to]will:
i. Exchange meeting reports, information, documents and publications regarding matters of mutual interest, consistent with the information sharing policies of each Participant;
ii. Exchange information in support of the work and objectives of both Participants, consistent with the information sharing policies of each Participant including, but not limited to, information on:
a) experiences on areas of common interest which [should]will contribute to the conservation and sustainable use of biological resources;
b) initiatives promoted by the Participants to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing;
c) IUU Vessel Lists;
d) summary tables of Port Inspection reports received by year and authority (Member Pages Section of the SPRFMO web site);
iii. Promote joint actions to strengthen regional and national capacities to fight against IUU fishing;
The terms of reference of such joint actions, including the financial and technical aspects, will be agreed in writing[should be decided] prior to their inception. 
iv. [bookmark: _GoBack]Consistent with each Participant[‘s] Rules of Procedure, consider granting  consider granting to representatives of the respective Participants, permanent reciprocal observer status in relevant Participant meetings.

Whenever appropriate, the Participants may, through appropriate channels, seek the cooperation of other entities with a view to promote the development of specific activities in the areas of cooperation listed above, including by concluding specific [arrangements]agreements to promote joint initiatives. 

3. CONSULTATIVE PROCESS
To facilitate effective development, implementation and enhancement of cooperation, the Participants may establish a consultative process between their respective Secretariats that includes, telephone, email and similar means of communications. The consultative process may also proceed in the margins of meetings at which both Participants' Secretariats are represented by appropriate staff.

4. MODIFICATION
This MoU may be modified at any time by mutual written consent of both Participants.

5. LEGAL STATUS
This MoU does not create legally binding rights or obligations. Each Participant [should]will cover their own costs related to the implementation of this MoU.

The Participants agree [should] not to use any report, press release, memo or any publication related to this MoU or the logo or name of the other Participant without their prior consent.

6. EFFECTS AND [TERMINATIONDISCONTINUATION]
This MoU [should]will commence on the date of the second signature.

This MoU [should]will operate for three (3) years. Before the end of the three years period, the Participants [intend to]will separately review the operation of this MoU to decide whether it should be renewed. 

Either Participant may [discontinue]terminate this MoU by giving six months´ prior written notice to the other Participant. 

7. AUTHENTIC TEXTS
This MoU is signed in duplicate with the English and Spanish versions being equally authentic and valid. 

8. SIGNATURES
	FOR THE SOUTH PACIFIC REGIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ORGANISATION (SPRFMO)
	FOR THE PERMANENT COMMISION OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC (CPPS)

	




--------------------------------------------------------------- Sebastian Rodriguez

Executive Secretary of the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation 
	




--------------------------------------------------------------- Javier Fernando Miguel Atkins Lerggios

Technical Secretary of the Network against IUU fishing of LAC
Vice minister of fishing and aquaculture of Peru

	Place:	
	Place:	

	Date:	
	Date:	
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