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16 January 2008

Dear Colleagues

The Fourth International Meeting on the Establishment of the proposed South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation requested the Chair to prepare a third revision of the draft text of a Convention, taking into account the comments participants had made on the second revision of that draft text (SP/04/WP1) during the Fourth Meeting in Noumea, New Caledonia, 10 – 14 September, 2007.

I have now completed this revision (SP/05/WP1) and it is attached to this letter.  It is also being posted on the website (www.southpacificrfmo.org).

In this third revision I have limited myself to changes that I considered, on the basis of the discussion in Noumea and the textual proposals made during that meeting, to offer a reasonably clear prospect of bringing us closer to a consensus text.  I would note there are other areas where I believe changes will be needed if we are to reach consensus but where the Noumea discussions did not provide me with a good basis for proposing changes to the draft text of the Convention. To a large extent therefore this revision has involved a further streamlining of the text rather than major substantive changes. 

With regard to our upcoming meeting in Guayaquil, Ecuador, I would like to remind delegations of the point recorded in paragraph 9 of the Report of our last meeting that in view of the progress achieved in Noumea and in order to enable more intensive development of the text, the next meeting would operate predominantly in a smaller working group mode. It is my hope that delegations will be ready to participate in this mode from an early point in the meeting.  But I wish to assure you that I would expect to convene appropriately regular plenary sessions where reports on progress can be made to the larger group.  

I also take this opportunity to draw your attention to the textual proposals submitted by participants both at the meeting in Noumea, and subsequently, which have been posted on the website.   These will be an important resource for our work in Guayaquil.

In addition to these proposals from delegations, I am annexing to this letter two informal papers I have prepared on complex parts of our negotiations. The first (Annex A), is a re-draft of article 17, regarding conservation and management measures, which takes quite a different approach from that in the present draft text and would see the deletion of what is currently article 18.  The second (Annex B), is a possible annex to the Convention containing “Guidelines regarding the process for developing, recommending and implementing conservation and management measures for straddling fishery resources”.  My purpose in preparing these informal papers is to stimulate constructive discussion of relevant underlying issues in the hope that this may help us find a basis for agreement. 

I would be pleased to receive any comments from delegations on the revised text, our working methods for the Guayaquil meeting, or any other matter, by email (chair@southpacificrfmo.org).  I would also be happy to arrange by email a mutually convenient time for a telephone discussion if that is preferred. 

I look forward to our upcoming meeting in Guayaquil.  I hope that we can build upon our work to date and I would once again encourage delegations to come prepared to negotiate to agreement on all issues.

Kind regards

[image: image1.emf]
Bill Mansfield

Chair

International Consultations on the Establishment of the proposed South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation 
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