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1. Measures for Pelagic Fishing 

Paragraph 1 of the Pelagic Fisheries section of the Interim Measures adopted by the Third Round of 

Consultations requires that Participants limit the total level of gross tonnage (GT) of vessels flying 

their flag fishing for pelagic stocks (excluding squid) in 2008 and 2009 to levels of total GT recorded 

in 2007 in the area.  

 

Table 1 below shows information on the number of pelagic (excluding squid) vessels that were 

authorised to fish in the High Seas SPRFMO Area between 2007 and 2009, and also for 2010 where 

data are already available.  The combined Gross Tonnage (GT) of authorised vessels by participant is 

reported.  Some vessel sizes were provided as gross registered tonnage (GRT) instead of gross 

tonnage (GT) as required in the Interim measures.  Table 2 shows the same information for pelagic 

vessels (excluding squid) confirmed as actively fishing within the Area between 2007 and 2009.  

 

 

       Coastal & Fishing States Not Exercising Fisheries Activities in 2007 

The Interim Measures also provide that Coastal and fishing States with a catch history in the 

pelagic fisheries in the South Pacific, but not exercising their fisheries activities in 2007, may 

enter the fishery in the Area in 2008 and 2009 and will exercise voluntary restraint of fishing 

effort.  These States will promptly notify the Interim Secretariat of the names and 

characteristics, including GT, of their vessels engaged in the fishery in the Area.   

 

Of the participants in this category, the Russian Federation provided vessel details for one vessel 

of 4,638 GT that actively fished Trachurus murphyi and Scomber japonicus in the Area during 

2008.  The Russian Federation also confirmed that 4 vessels with a combined tonnage of  

23,235 GT are actively fishing in the Area this year, and that it is expected that additional vessels 

will be authorised to enter the fishery in 2009.  No other participants in this category have 

reported authorisations or actual fishing during 2008 or 2009. 
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2. Measures for Bottom Fisheries 

In respect of bottom fishing, the Interim Measures required, inter alia, that fishing effort be 

restricted to existing levels, vulnerable marine ecosystems be identified, and that procedures be 

applied to prevent significant adverse impacts on vulnerable marine ecosystems.  On 19 June 2009, 

the New Zealand delegation asked the Interim Secretariat to report on details of participants’ 

authorised and actual bottom fishing, and a summary of which participants have submitted bottom 

fishing footprints, bottom-fishery impact assessments and VME information and encounter data.   

 

Table 1 below shows information on the number of bottom fishing vessels that were authorised to 

fish in the High Seas SPRFMO Area between 2007 and 2009, and also for 2010 where data are 

already available.  The total number of authorised vessels per participant is reported.  Table 2 shows 

the same information for bottom fishing vessels that have been confirmed as actively fishing within 

the Area between 2007 and 2009.  

 

 

 

Bottom Trawl Fishing Footprints 

The Interim Benthic Assessment Framework adopted at the 4
th

 Meeting in September 2007, 

noted that a ‘joint trawl footprint’ map should be expressed as grid blocks of 20 minute 

resolution, with a ‘fished’ block being defined as any grid block partially crossed by at least one 

trawl track.  The period 2002 to 2006 should be used as the reference period for developing this 

joint trawl footprint map. 

 

Therefore, participants that bottom trawled within the proposed SPRFMO area between 2002 

and 2006, should have submitted data to generate the joint trawl footprint map. 

 

According to the Interim Secretariat’s data holdings and to the FAO’s recent “Worldwide review 

of bottom fisheries in the High Seas”
1
, Australia, Belize, Chile, China, Cook Islands, New Zealand, 

Republic of Korea and Ukraine flagged vessels did carry out some High Seas bottom fishing in 

the South Pacific Ocean during this period.   

 

Of these participants, Chile, Korea and New Zealand have submitted high seas bottom trawl 

fishing footprints in 20 by 20 minute blocks for the period 2002 – 2006.  The New Zealand trawl 

footprint map includes information from New Zealand and foreign-flagged vessels that 

submitted information on NZ High Seas Trawl Catch and Effort returns. 

 

No other summary footprint data and maps have been submitted to the Interim Secretariat for 

this period. 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
1
 FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Paper 522.   
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Bottom fishing Impact Assessments 

The European Community have submitted a preliminary risk assessment of bottom fishing and 

Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems (VMEs) by the Spanish set gillnet fishery in the Area for 2008. 

 

New Zealand has submitted a bottom-fishery impact assessment of bottom fishing activities 

carried out by New Zealand flagged vessels in the Area during 2008 and 2009.   

 

VME Information and Encounter Data 

 

New Zealand has submitted the details of a single VME evidence encounter by New Zealand 

flagged bottom trawling vessels that occurred during 2009.  

 

 

 

3.  Explanatory Notes for Tables 1 and 2 

‘   ’ [blank]: Means the Interim Secretariat (IS) holds no information 

 

‘At least …’: When used in Table 1 (authorised vessels) means:  

- the IS has received information demonstrating active fishing in the Area by some 

vessels;  therefore the IS assumed that the participant must have authorised at 

least this tonnage/number of vessels. 
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Table 1: Tonnage of Pelagic Vessels and Numbers of Bottom Fishing Vessels Authorised to Fish in  

               the Area between 2007 and 2010  

 

1
 The Interim Secretariat is waiting for confirmation of tonnage type  

2
 For Chile, any vessel authorised to fish in the High Seas could potentially pelagic or bottom fish,    

  therefore all vessels are included in the authorised vessel totals; however, the Chilean jack  

  mackerel fishery does have an explicit effort limit placed on it 
3 

A confirmed current GT is not available for 1 of the vessels included in this total; the historical GT  

  value held by the Interim Secretariat was used for this vessel 
4 

Additional vessels will be authorised and enter the fishery in 2009; the Interim Secretariat has not  

  yet received the GT of these additional vessels 
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Table 2: Tonnage of Pelagic Vessels and Numbers of Bottom Fishing Vessels Actively Fishing in the  

               Area between 2007 and 2009 

 

 
 


