Terms of reference for the bio-acoustic technical group 

The group will meet prior to the next ICES WGFAST meeting in Pasaia, Spain, April 15 2013 to update on activities and the outcome of the october 2012 SPRFMO meeting held in Peru. 
The group will prepare a proposal for  implementation of  the integration of fishing vessel data for ecosystem and population monitoring.  For such purpose, SPRFMO will contact the member countries in order to list the capacities of each one of them to collect, process and analyse the acoustic data from their fishing vessels. According to the magnitude of the list, a preliminary standardized protocol for such processing will be elaborated
The group recognizes that acoustic methods are likely to provide important information for the research on jumbo squid Disodocus gigas. Such activity requires as a preliminary research to analyse the existing material produce inside and  be  the SPRFMO region on squid target strength. This could be performed inside the activities of ICES WGFAST. A tentative term of reference on this topic will be submitted in April 2013 to the FAST to be considered during its meeting in 2014.
An important methodological question has been asked to fisheries acousticians in SPRFMO region, i.e. the definition of potential habitat of CJM as a way to correct the acoustic abundance estimates performed in limited areas. FAST is developing in 2013 a task group on the application of acoustic methods to characterize ecosystems. Participation of SPRFMO scientists to this task group will allow to get some preliminary information on this point. 

