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Bill Mansfield has had extensive experience in international law, diplomacy and public administration. 

After graduating from Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, with a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, a Master of Laws with honours in international, constitutional and administrative law and a further year studying international law at the University of Michigan and the Hague Academy of International Law he spent a thirty year career in the New Zealand Public Service.  Most of that career was in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs where he became head of the Legal Division, served at the United Nations in New York and represented New Zealand at many international law making conferences including the Law of the Sea Conference and conferences under the Antarctic Treaty. 

In the mid eighties he was appointed a Deputy Secretary in the Department of Justice where, amongst other responsibilities, he had oversight of the Divisions responsible for law reform and policy development and legislation relating to constitutional matters.  From 1990 to 1997 he was Director-General of the Department of Conservation, which manages 30% of New Zealand’s land area as well as much of the foreshore and seabed and has primary responsibility for the conservation of New Zealand’s unique biodiversity.

He now practises as a barrister and international legal consultant with a particular interest in public international law, international environmental law and law of the sea.  He is a consultant to the New Zealand Government and has appeared as counsel for New Zealand before the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.  

He is also currently serving a five-year term as a member of the United Nations International Law Commission to which he was elected in 2001.  He is a Director of the New Zealand Antarctic Institute (Antarctica New Zealand), which manages New Zealand’s Antarctic programme, Chair of the Board of Trustees of the non-governmental aid charity Oxfam New Zealand and is President of the New Zealand Branch of the International Law Association.   
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