Informal Science Meeting in support of the First International Meeting 

on the Establishment of the 

South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation

Wellington, New Zealand

13 February 2006

PROVISIONAL ANNOTATED AGENDA 

1 Introduction and administrative matters

The interim Chair will welcome participants to the informal meeting of the interim science working group. Participants will be asked to accept the interim Chair for the duration of the science meeting. The interim Chair will introduce the co-conveners of the interim science working group. The interim Chair will conduct a round of introductions for participants at the informal science meeting.

The interim Chair will propose that the science meeting operate informally without rules of procedure under the direction of the interim Chair and the co-conveners of the interim science working group. 

The interim Chair will outline the programme of work for the informal science meeting and address any procedural matters relating to organisation of the meeting.

2 Scope and objectives of the informal science meeting

The interim Chair will outline the scope and objectives of the informal science meeting on behalf of the conveners of the interim science working group. Objectives for the meeting include:

· To provide the scientific advice to inform the First International Meeting on the establishment of the RFMO;

· To provide information to participants and establish a dialogue on science matters relevant to the establishment of the RFMO; and

· To establish a list of formal science contacts for establishment of the RFMO.

3 Adoption of agenda

Participants will consider the provisional agenda for the informal science meeting and make any proposals for amendments. Participants will adopt the agenda.

4 Overview of First International Meeting agenda to determine matters potentially requiring scientific input

Participants will briefly review the contents of the First International Meeting agenda and associated papers to determine matters potentially requiring scientific input. Any such matters identified will be allocated to the informal science meeting agenda as appropriate and within the time available. A brief document on this agenda item will be tabled at the start of the meeting.

5 Information/data matters

The participants will discuss the likely information/data required in the for the process of the Establishment of a South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation, in particular the collation, storage and dissemination of any data required to create that information, including in relation to:

i. Information/data sharing to develop science information on fisheries and biodiversity matters

ii. Possible future information/data requirements to support decisions

A brief document on this agenda item will be tabled at the start of the meeting.

6 Science information needed to support decisions on the potential RFMO

The participants will discuss the likely science information requirements for the process of the Establishment of a South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation, including in relation to: 

i. Species of immediate interest

ii. Species of future interest

iii. Biological areas to support definition of management units

iv. Concept of the ‘fishery’

v. Ecosystem matters (e.g. biodiversity, protected species)

A template for the collation of information describing target fisheries in the potential RFMO area will be tabled for discussion along with worked examples for selected species.

7 Other relevant business

Any other relevant matters will be considered. If participants identify any such matters prior to the informal meeting they should inform the interim Chair as soon as possible.

8 Preparation and adoption of report to First International Meeting

A brief report will be prepared. Participants will consider and adopt the report for presentation by the interim Chair to the First International Meeting.

9 Close of meeting

The meeting is scheduled to close at 5pm on Monday 13 February 2006.
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